6

Why Speech?

Those of you who have used Haruichiban may remember writing and
giving a self-introductory speech. Lots of practice and experience are
necessary in becoming a skillful public speaker, and Ginga will
certainly facilitate such opportunities. Look at the script of a speech
on the right. It's a sample product of this chapter in which you will
prepare, practice and deliver a "back-to-school" speech. In fact, the
beginning of the school year is an ideal time for delivering another
speech. It's time to re-acquaint yourself with old friends and get to
know new ones. It's also a time to reflect upon your summer vacation
and set some goals for the new school year. In your speech you will
first introduce yourself briefly and then assess and describe your
summer vacation. Finally you will express your wishes including those
related to your learning of Japanese. The flow chart on the following
pages illustrates the production process step by step. Several new
grammatical items will be introduced along the way and this speech
will certainly be a bit more challenging than the one in Haruichiban.
Try your best and start a new school year on a positive note!
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Importance of Cooperation

You may assume giving a speech is an individual act. Although you
will be standing alone in front of an audience when delivering your
speech, you will be getting plenty of help from your classmates in
getting there. Ginga fosters an active student involvement in the
learning process and facilitates many opportunities for cooperation
and mutual assistance. This is reflected in the procedure for practicing
speech in which students will monitor each other's progress and offer
comments and suggestions in Japanese. Remember, you and your
classmates share the same goal and are valuable resources to one
another. The process to get to the podium will be as much a learning

experience as your performance on the podium.
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KISETSU THEATER (continued)
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