
Getting Started II ◆ ひらがなのれんしゅう

1. okaerinasai (Welcome home.)

2. itadakimasu (before eating)

3. hajimemashite (How do you do?)

4. doomo sumimasen 
(I am sorry.)

5. ohayoogozaimasu 
(Good morning.)
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1.  Write the following words in katakana. 

1. panda
(panda bear)

2. raion
(lion)

3. gorira
(gorilla)

4. kangaruu
(kangaroo)

5. pengin
(penguin)

6. chinpanjii
(chimpanzee)

2.  Write the following words in hiragana. 

1. doobutsu
(animal)

2. usagi
(rabbit)

3. inu
(dog)

4. kame
(turtle)

5. uma
(horse)

6. neko
(cat)

7. tora
(tiger)

8. tanuki
(badger)

9. kaba
(hippo)

10.ushi
(cow)

11.buta
(pig)

12.kitsune
(fox)

3.  Write the following words in hiragana. 
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Animals (doobutsu) in Hiragana
Find the following animals’ name from below, and write it in hiragana.

nezumi

niwatori

saru

inu

hitsuji ushi

uma

inoshishi

nekohebi

usagi

tora

doobutsu



います —  expressing existence, possession, and availability

You have learned that the verb あります (arimasu) is used to indicate the existence of an

inanimate object.  Another verb います (imasu) is used to indicate the existence of an

animate being such as a person or a pet.

Answer the following questions as shown in the example with accordance to the box below.

Example 1: Q:  ねこはいますか。 Ａ:  はい、います。

(Q:  neko wa imasu ka. A: hai, imasu.  Q:  Is there a cat?   A:  Yes, there is.)

Example 2: Q:  ゴリラはいますか。 Ａ:  いいえ、いません。

(Q:  gorira wa imasu ka. A: iie, imasen.  Q:  Is there a gorilla?   A:  No, there is not.)

1. Q:  ぶたはいますか。 A:  ____________________________

2. Q:  いぬはいますか。 A:  ____________________________

3. Q:  パンダはいますか。 A:  ____________________________

4. Q:  うさぎはいますか。 A:  ____________________________

5. Q:  うまはいますか。 A:  ____________________________

6. Q:  うしはいますか。 A:  ____________________________
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Long Vowels in Hiragana
Long vowels are written as follows:

かあ kaa さあ saa たあ taa etc.

きい kii しい sii ちい tii etc.

くう kuu すう suu つう tuu etc.

けい kee せい see てい tee etc.

(In a few words, long e is spelled with え : ねえ nee.)

こう koo そう soo とう too etc.

(In a few words long o is spelled with お : とお too.)
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Study page 65 of the hiragana section of your textbook.  After that practice writing the following words

in hiragana.  (Note that hiragana does not use an extension bar “ー” to spell words that include a long
vowel.)

1. すうがく (suugaku,  math)

2. えいご (eigo,  English)

3. せんせい (sensei,  teacher)

4. どようび (doyoobi,  Saturday)

5. おはよう (ohayoo,

good morning)

6. たのしい (tanosii,  fun)

7. がっこう (gakkou,  school)

8. おおきい* (ookii, big)

9. とおい* (tooi,  far)

10.おおさか* (oosaka, Osaka)

*These words are special and are spelled with the actual “oo.”
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ひらがな Practice
Write the following words in hiragana.

_______________________

o mo cha

_______________________

de n sha

_______________________

kyu u ri

_______________________

hya ku

_________________________________

o i sha sa n

_________________________________

byo o i n

__________________________

chu u sha

_________________________________

be n kyo o

_________________________________

kyo o ka i



The following words can be categorized together and have therefore been grouped.  But there is one

word that does not belong to each group.  Which ones are they?  Circle them and define what makes

the words in each group similar.

1. クラス テレビ えいが コンサート

Similarity:

2. かお は くち て

Similarity:

3. でんわ べんきょう ミーティング しゅくだい

Similarity:

4. いぬ き ねこ せんせい

Similarity:

5. せいと せんせい くるま コーチ

Similarity:

6. テニス スキー バスケットボール バレーボール

Similarity:

7. おはよう こんにちは こんばんは ごめんなさい

Similarity:

8. すうがく おんがく かがく がっこう

Similarity:

9. ピザ ハンバーガー サラダ ミルク

Similarity:

10.いぬ ねこ にく うま

Similarity:
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Write the following words in hiragana, and find what kind of subjects they are in English.

School Subjects (kamoku)

English

1. _________________________ __________________________________

e i go

2. _______________________________ __________________________________

ta i i ku

3. _________________________ __________________________________

ka ga ku

4. _______________________________ __________________________________

se i bu tsu

5. _______________________________ __________________________________

bi ju tsu

6. _______________________________ __________________________________

su u ga ku

7. ________________________ __________________________________

sha ka i

8. _______________________________ __________________________________

ni ho n go

9. ________________________ __________________________________

re ki shi

10. ________________________             Physics                
bu tsu ri
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